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. REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

OF THE

~ INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND.

e I 7 )
TArLAHASBER, Frorima.
November “14th, 1563. {

. o the Senate and House of Representqtives

. of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened :
In pursuance of the Act of the, General Assembly, approved

December 1, 1862, entitled “an act requiri ' ]
Dec _ » entit am act requiring annual reports from
. Bodrd of Trustees of Tnternal Improvement Fund,” tlhe’ Board

of Trustees herewith submit a statement of the transactions - of
the Board during, the past year upon the several matters com-
mitted to their charge. o
On the 18th February, 2863, the Boar y j
. . ard adopted the follow
Preamble and Resolutions: . ! ’ e
. Waezess, The General Assembly of the State of Florida at
its last session, by a “resolution requiring information to be fur-

-nished by the Internal Improvement Board “with regard to the

management of certain Ilailroads,” required this Board to ob.
tain from the Railroad Companies whose roads have been con-
stracted or are in course of construction on routes indicated in
the fourth section of “an fet to provide for and encourage a

i
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liberal system of Internal Tmprovementsin this State,” a state-

- ment of certain facts set forth in said resolution—therefore,

Resolyed, That the Pensacola & Georgia Railroad Company,
the Florida Atlantic & Gulf Central - Railroad Company, the
-Florida Railroad Company, the Tallabassee Railroad Company,
and the Alabama & Florida Railroad Company be and they are
hereby- requested to furnish to this” Board a statement showing
the number of miles of road cémpleted by them on the first day

. of January, 1863; a'statement of .the work done on the uncom-
pleted part of their road, if any part thereof should be uncom--

pleted; the number.of acres of land reserved for their yoads res-

- pectively nnder theland gradts; the number'of bonds-endorsed

tor thep respectively, by the Trustees of . the Internal Improve-

" ment Fund; the number of said bonds held by the Company;

the number issued, to whom and on what adeount; the actual

-.cost per. mile of the road; the amount of rolling stock and its

cost; the amount of cash px’ii(l"from the Internal Improvement
Fund on " the interest accoiint; the afount invested by the In-

- ternal Improvement Board in the bonds of the road; the amount

due by said Companies for interest remgining unpaid on the 1st
of January, 1863 ; the amount of private subscription to the stock
-of each Company; the amount received by each Company cn
accomnt of private subscription, either in cash or’ notes, stating
the amount of each; the amount of county subscriptions and the
amount received therefrom, either in cash, bonds or notes, sta-
ting the amount of each and the county subgeribing; and also
any other facts relating to the condition and management of the
road which may be matters of public intevest. o
" Resolved, further, That said Companies are requested to furn-
ish to this Board copies of their reports from the commencement
of work on their roads respectively to the present time.
In compliance with said resolution, a statement.was receivei
Jrom the Pensacola & Georgia Railroad Company, showing as
follows: e T s !
- 1834 miles of yoad completed; 224 miles ofroad incomplete
“from Live Oak to Georgia line, graded and eross-tied.
5’63,7 20 acres of land East of Tallahassee, reserved for said
road under land zgrant’s. : ) . o
_Bonds endorsed by Internal Improvement Board to the amount
of 1,218,300, . o o .
Bonds held by Company none. ,
Bonds hypothecated $337,000., .
Bonds jssued and sold $831,500:
. The bonds were issned to snndry parties for account of iron
and equipments. P o : " '
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~QCost of road per mile $16,308.
Engines, valued at $153,564. ‘ -
Amount of fterest paid by Auternal Improvement Fund
-.$58,000, - " ‘
- Amount invested b;
" $39,000 at 90 cents.- .
© ¥ Amount due for interest unipaid none.

A3

7 Internal Tmprovement Board:in Bonds

-

Amount of private subscriptions received $329,980: .
.Awmount of county subscriptions: Leon, $150,600; Jefférson,
$125,000; Madison, $87,500. Total, $362,500. Of which were
* received, in cash, $15,000; in Bonds, $347,500. e
. Amount .of stock issued to Trustees of Internal Improvement
Fund, $58,000, . - - B
A statement was received from the Tallahassee Railroad Cem-
pany, showing as follows: . .
* 21 miles of road complete ; none incomplete.
. No lands reserved under-land grants. I :
.. Bonds endorged by Internal Improvement Board to the amount
of $206,000. - . - - 7
Bonds.held by Company none.. . =
Bonds wyere igsued for iron and equipments.
-Cost' of road per mile, $15,650. A :
Rolling stock consists of Passenger Cars, Freight Cars and
Engines, valned at $30,000.,
Interest paid by Internal Improvertent Fund none.
Amount invested by Internal Tmprovement Board in Bonds
. ot known. S : T v
Amount due for interest unpaid none. L T
The stock of said voad is owned by the Pensacola & Georgia
- Railroad Company, with the exception of $500. '
- The Florida Railroad Company furnishes a statement, shewing
as follows : P : .
Number of miles of their road wompleted on Ist'of January,
1863, 154, © . - _ — . :
* Namber of miles nncompleted about 145, viz: between Waldo
-and Tampa. Of this about 44 miles (between Waldo and Tampa)
is wmonily graded, only about, 90,000 cubic yards remaining to be
excavated. The culverts,on the first ten miles are completed
and the cross-tiés distributed.. Application was made to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, on the 25th of Feb-
ruary, 1861, for the appointment of one Engineer to inspect the
work on the 1st section of ten miles, as provided in the Internal
Tinprovement Act, but the Trustees having declined to order
the inspection, upon the alleged ground that another Company

was claiming the right to coustruct that part of the line to

i

Rolling “stock consists of Passenger Cars, Freight Cars and

q
) o
) Tampu: no further progress could be made with the work under
id act. - ‘ e B
p quh‘?(}oinpany have derived through the State and Federal

Land Grants 581,036.54 acies of land; of which they have sold.
' jzi refor 6.22.
7.219.85vacres, realizing therefor 62,05 .
? the amount ’of Bonds eidorsed for said Company by 1;113 Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund, $1,616,000. 1 None of
said Bonds are held by, said Company. ;,A1¥ of said B?Dd_s were
isaned to the Contractors jn payment under their contracts..

The contract price for the road, with equipment, was $20,000

per mile. . To this is to be 'added other comsiderable expenses, . .

i wi ime . loyed in, constructing it,
chiefly owing to the long  time.employed in, cting i
ca.use% by embarrassments for which the Company was not in

" fault. *What the final cost will prove to be per mile cannot be
stated until the accounts with the contractors bave been ad-

' j hich has been prevented thus far by the existing war. -
- Juﬁﬁb&tﬁf tolling’ stoc?k, &c.—The Company had placed upon

‘ack nine Locomotives and a large number of Cars of vari-

. 2131(; t:;;(;lérin}])ltions. One of the Locomotives was t,ragsfer;'.e(? to

the P. & G.-R. R. Co., to meet a pressing ;'eqmreu_lent for-in-

- creased motive power. - Five others were lost af F‘en}m‘;dma, 1};
consequcnce of 1ts-sudden evacuation by the military forces.

- large number of cars were also_lost there on the same oceasion,

and several at Cedar Keys, when the. Company Whart was

med there by the enemy. oo _
bu’ll‘lgecreih(:ve geen 1‘3,116ysha_rgs of stock .issued,:of which the

Trust Fund own 2,080 shares. . The rest are -owned by private -

y : ' ' » ‘other .public sub-
Stockholders. There has been 1o county ot ot P B
scription to the stock of this Company, except what the Trust.

Fund has taken under the. :p“rovision_s of the Internal Improve- .

ment act.

No notes have b,eén‘takeﬂ‘f'or'il,igtgalménté of stock. The whole

amount paid on the outstanding stoek, as appears from the books,
is $764,800.. e SO . X

® %‘be "Florida, Atldntic and Gulf Central Railroad Company
state as follows: .- ’

The road was com lqt‘ed on the 1t ""J_gyuuary; 1863, Length - '

road, 60 miles.. e .
Of’ll‘lgz :luari}olilﬁy of land gelected. for, the company unde}' the
Land Grants was 190,075.97° acij_esi. ‘This quantity has bgen
v gales.and conflicting claims. . . . Co
ledﬁlﬁﬁ]-dbg «of bonds gudrauteegd by.the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvenient Fund, 555, of $1,000 each. 3 ‘

Number of ponds held by the company on the 1st January,
1863, was 304, of $1,000 each.. :

Number of bonds issued and sold at ‘that time was 251, of
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_costing $57,470.28." -
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$1,000. each. Being negotiable’ 15315_@31', the record does not

show who were -the purchasers or who the present holders are.

They weve sold on account of purchases,of iron.
Cost of road per mile, $14,448.90." '

The Rolling Stock consists of three Locomotives, twb pas- -

sengers Coaches, two Omnibuses, thiyteen Box Gars and 6 flats,
. N Lo’ :

) _ g AL 1 .
The ?:momll';‘pald in cash from the Internal Improvement fand
on the “interest account, was .$20.700, for which stock has been
issued: P e e ' :
So far asis known; the Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Fund hold six of the-bonds of the Company, received on account

of the Sinking Fund. - * - o .
Funds were deposited in the Merchants’& Planters’ Bank of

Savannah, to pay interest on the bonds due, up-to the lst Janu-
ary, 1863, and public notice given. "~ - L o
Amount of private subseription to stock, $88.600. .
Amount received for stock on account of private subscription;
$81,251:44 in cash, and $2,595.20 in notes. * - g

- Columbia County subsecribed’ for 1,000 sharés of $100 each, *

their bonds were réceived.’ sy .

Sincethe 1st January;, 1863, all the bonds held by the Com-
pany at that time have been sold-on account-of pay inent for pur
chages of ivon. e, S -

On -the 18th ' Pebruary, 1863, the Board ap?)oiﬁted John B.

and the City of Jacksonville for 500 shares, in payment for which

.Galbraith, Esq.,'to demand of the late Commissiofiers of the St.

John and Indian river Canal a compliance with the direétions
and requirement§ of an’ act to repeal an act to facilitate the
construetion of the St. Johns dnd Indian River Canal, approved
January 1st, 1857, and for other purpeses,” and the said John
B. Galbraith-was authorized to'receive from gaid Commissioners
all goods, chattels, ‘moneys, rights, éredits, books and ‘ papers,

~ and all property, of whatsoever, kind, belonging to or under the
" control of ‘said Comnmissioners, and -releases or other deeds of
‘conveyance for all lands and real estate owned by said Cogamis-

sioners, and such statements arnd reports as are required by said
act, and to give such receipts and acquittances in the nathe of
the Board as migﬁ’c e required upon ' the compliance by said :
Cominissioners with the ‘provisions of said act. | .

On the 25th of February, -1863, the Board agreed to guaran-
tee the interest on bonds to be issued by the Pensacols & Geor-
gia Railroad Company for equipments of thaf portion-of their *
road lying between Section 832 and the Town-of Quiney, includ-

.ing side tracks, making altogether eight and a half miles, the

iron having been laid upon said portion of the road according to

i

)
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the 1‘éport of the ‘engineer appointed by the Board to examing,
the same. a o )
- On’'the 23d of May, 1863, John B. Galbraith, Esq., who had

" been appointed to démand of the laté Commissioners of the St
- Johns and Indian- River Canal a compliance with the provisions
. of “an act to repeal an act to facilitate the construction of the

St. Johuis and Indian River Canal, approved January 1, 1857, and
for other purposes,” reported that:he had proceeded to Ocala,
under appointment with the Chairman and Secretaty of -said
Commissioners, who had been authorized by resolution of eaid -
Commissioners to  attend at such place and make such traosfer
as was contemplated by said Act; that he obtained from them -
a deed re-conveying to the Trustees the property of said Com-
missioners, together with their'books and papers and their ‘seal, -
and had agreed on behalf of the Board to pay such salaries and
claims as were: due by said Commissioners as had accrued prior . .
to the passage of safdl Act and were lawful and correet. - i
For furthet particulars relative to the affairs of said Canal
Commissioners, a special report will be made by tlie Trustees,
in compliance with the act of the General Assembly of last ses-
sion. - ' : S
On the 234 of May, 1863, the Board of Trustees adopted. the -

. following résolution:

¢ Resolved, That "the Railroad Companies m-the State who

have accepted: the provisions of the Internal Tmprovement Act, .

be and they ‘arg hereby requested to furnish to this Board a re-
port or stateraent showing the ameunt of their bonds, if any,
guaranteed by this Board according ‘to law and-still in their pos-
session and undisposed of for the purposes contemplated in said
act; and that the said Railroad Companies do further infofm this

" Board to whom the Bonds of their respective Railroad, Compa-

as to the present holders of said bonds;. and that the Secretaty

do furnish the Presidents of said Companies with copies of this
9 - ' . ) ' o ,

nies have been.sold, and give any information they mag possese

Tn compliance . with said resolution, the Pensacola & Georgia.
Railroad Company and Tallahassee Railroad Company furnished
a statement showing go what partieg the bonds of said Compa-
nies were sold or hypothecated. The Florida Railroad Compa-
ny replied to said resolution by stating“that said Company had
none of the guaranteed bonds of said Company in their posses-
sion, but had paid out the same to the general contractors.

On the '30th of May, 1863, the Trustees adopted the following
resolution : o . . '

« Resolved, That in cousideration of the exigencies of the
country, and the great public necessity for Railroad iron in the
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~defences of the same, the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund do hereby give their consent and, so far as they have au-

thority and power so to do, do authorize the President: and Di- -

rectors of any Raiiroad Company in the State, which has accept-

ed the provisions of the Internal Improvement Act, to lend or
sell to the government of the Confederate States any portion of
the iron on their respective roads which the Confederate States
government,may desire to borrow or purchase for the purpose
of morve, effectually defending the country during the continuance
of the existing war.” L .
On'the 30th June, 1863, the Trustees adopted the following
preamble and resolution: ’ ’ :

WaEREAS, it is inade known to this Board that certain parties -

have purchased and design purchasing the swamp and overflow-
ed land belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund lying up-
on the coast, suitable for the purposes of making salt, with an
object to monopolize and speculate in the samé; and, whereas,
it 1s desirable in the great crisis and -necessities’of our country
-that the people should. not be precluded or hinderedsby such
means from manufacturing one of the absolute necessaries of life,
i. e. salt, but should each one have the privilege of occupying as
much land as is actually necessary to him, according to the ex-
tent of his salt works, for manufacturing this article—Therefore,

Resolved, That the salesman of this Board be and he is here-
by instricted to withdraw from sale, until the furthep instruc-
tions of this Board, all swamp and overflowed landslying within
. two miles of the coast or marsh, unless it shall e made to ap-
pear'to him that said lands are. purchased for the purposes of
coltivation and not for the purposes.of salt-making.”

On the }1th September, 1863, the- Trustees adopted the fol-
lowing resolpgion:.” . - | L -

«“ Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund, That all the 1ands helonging to said Fund are here:
by withdrawn from market; eéxcept to such peisons 'as may de-
sive to enter lands which shall have been cultivated and improved,
by them, or for the.use of an adjoining farm owned by them,
who shall be permitted to enter 160 acres at the following prices,
to wit: $2.50 per. acre ’for swamp lands, and one hundiéd per-
cent. upon the appraised value-for Internal Tmprovement Lands:

ovided, That persons whose- applications are now on file may
be permitted to perfect their entries.” ' .

On'the 12th October, 1863, the Board authorized the Treasur-
er to invest $30,000 of the'money in his hands belonging to the
- Interngl Improvement Fund in_ Confedera}:e Bonds, known -as

“Cotton Bonds.” - - - '

¥
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On the 16th October, 1863, the Trustees adopted the follow-

ing preamble and resolution: . o )
%\'X}HEREAS»_, the General ~Assembly of this State, by the 5th

' i - ilite songtruetion
- section of “an act to repeal an act 10 facilitate the con

of the - Bt. « i iver Ca ;ed Jaouary 1,

he - 5t. Johns and Indian River Qanal, approvel ) Y

18;7 and for other purpose*s.” prov1ded ﬂ]a.t the Atu()l‘ney Gen-
y A TV ?

- eral “ghall file an application befove the Supreme Court for a

ing in- ot the Lius o mal Improve-
choaring i the case ot the Trustees of the Internal 1 0T
:1221::1];‘?1%1(1 vs, William Bailey,” &c.: Therefore,in cqps1_derat10n
of the above cited provision of said Act, the consent of this Boau‘i ‘
is hereby given that such .'zg,pplicatl_o? ;s;hall ‘be filed by the-Attor-
v General in accordance tberewith.” . : '
'ne)f&ébo‘i'dind to-the report of the salesman of the Board, there
were é:jl(l/v*i:i“ut'ing the past year 5,014.69 acres of Intel‘nﬂl Imf
provement land for $8,896.62, and 85,334.66 acres of\ swm}ln
land for $32,179.89, making a total of 41,716.01 acres of land fo1
he sum of $41,076.01. o : .
' 1%‘he account ‘of the Treasurer of the Board taor receipts and
enditares for the past year ishereto annexed. '
expc.nd‘_tmeq 191 1:\ '. Yy e ORN MILTON,
President Board Trustees Int. Tnip. Furd.
———

@ M. GENERAL'S REPORT®

. .. Q.M. Gexerav’s OFrICE, . |
L 4 - Tarzauasser, Oct., 1863. { .
TTre T llonpy JOEN T : .
Ty ITis Fuecelleney Jouw MirTorw, L
- - Governor of Florvida > _
i I have the honor to report, ihiat during ‘the ﬁsffﬂ yel:;u\
ending September 30th, 1883, there has been received from the
‘Confederate Ordnance Department, in the month of: December,
1862, the, following ordnance, viz:

© 81 percussion muskets; 81 each. cartridge-anil cap bozes,

and waist, belts; 81 knapsacks and haversacks; 81 canteens,.

: S ‘haversac )

straps and corks. All of which were forwaided to Capt. E. é\.

Cuiyy’s companysy stationéd in West Florida, with _3,00:).1?11‘1.1 8

" of ball and buckshot cartridges, and 3,120 musket percussion
~ S C{tqte .. v - . -
caps furnished by the State. . o )

: ]Tliel'eih’ets been sent from this Department, glehv Si ed] hoC(,.,q_P_
tamn 2. H. Gamble, upon a requisition of Brig. Gen. 1] 01; el obh,
for the purpose of arming sqme%qompguues}nﬁi&mh dsi; when

" the enemy made an attackupon Jacksonville, the tollowing arms,

&e., yig¥ " 7 B .
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